<Wlndiana Department of Education

SUPPORTING STUDENT SUCCESS

MEMORANDUM

TO: State Board of Education

FROM: Alyson Luther, Textbook Advisory Committee Chairperson
DATE: October 6, 2010

SUBJECT: Science and Health Textbook Adoption

REVIEW PROCESS

The Textbook Adoption process in Indiana is governed by IC 20-20-5-1 and overseen by the
Textbook Advisory Committee (TAC) and the Indiana Department of Education (IDOE). In the
past, the process for the adoption of textbooks and instructional materials has been similar for
all content areas. The textbooks and instructional materials for which bids were submitted,
underwent a review for their alignment to Indiana Academic Standards by content specific
reviewers which were secured by the TAC. Materials were reviewed for alignment to
standards, and recommendations were then provided to the TAC for their consideration. The
TAC had authority to reject materials on the basis of lack of alignment to the standards.

With approval from the TAC, a new procedure to better inform the SBOE and schools
concerning the quality of textbooks and accompanying materials has been created and was
implemented for the first time with the Science and Health, 2010 adoption. Rubrics were
created by the IDOE and used by the appointed reviewers as part of the review process. The
overall format and structure for both the Science and Health rubrics that were used was
adopted from the Analyzing Instructional Materials process developed by West-Ed and
Biological Sciences Curriculum Study (BSCS). The content of the Health rubrics was adopted
from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Health Education Curriculum Analysis
Tool (HECAT), and the American Cancer Society document, National Health Education
Standards: Achieving Excellence. The rubrics allow for an in depth analysis of the general
characteristics of the materials; the degree to which they align with the academic standards; the
degree to which they address the work that students and teachers do; and the degree to which
assessment is addressed in the materials.

Reviewers for both subject areas were selected using an application process which required
that they meet the qualifications of a Highly Qualified Teacher. All of the reviewers were
trained in the use of the rubrics and other review process support documents; and were
assigned grade bands for their review process.

On July 30, 2010, the appointed reviewers met to discuss their reviews; reach consensus on a
total score for each textbook or set of instructional materials; provide a short narrative
explanation and support of the results of their review; and report their results to the TAC.
Following the assignment of a score and stated recommendation from the appointed reviewers,
the TAC's authority and responsibility is to recommend or not recommend the material based
on the score and recommendations from the reviewers.

B
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SUPPORTING STUDENT SUCCESS

RECOMMENDATION

The submitted textbooks and instructional materials that received a standards alignment score
of 3 or above were deemed satisfactory by the TAC.

The IDOE and the TAC respectfully submit the attached final ballot and ask the board to
approve the recommendations of the Textbook Advisory Committee as outlined.
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Science and Health Textbook Review Process

Textbook Adoption Review Process

The Textbook Adoption process in Indiana is governed by IC 20-20-5-1 and overseen by the
Textbook Advisory Committee (TAC) and the Indiana Department of Education (IDOE). In 2009 the
Textbook Advisory Committee set a chronology for adoption of textbooks for Science and Health to
be adopted in 2010. In the past, the process for the adoption of textbooks and instructional
materials has been similar for all content areas. The textbooks and instructional materials for which
bids were submitted, underwent a review for their alignment to Indiana Academic Standards by
content specific reviewers which were secured by the TAC. Materials were reviewed for alignment to
standards, and recommendations were then provided to the TAC for their consideration. The TAC
had authority to reject materials on the basis of lack of alignment to the standards.

A Change in the Process

As a result of a review of the adoption process, a new procedure to better inform schools concerning
the quality of textbooks and accompanying materials has been created. For the review of the
Science and Health materials, the TAC approved the use of a series of rubrics, which were created
by the IDOE and then used by the appointed reviewers during their review process. The rubrics
allow for an in depth analysis of the general characteristics of the materials; the degree to which
they align with the academic standards; the degree to which they address the work that students
and teachers do; and the degree to which assessment is addressed in the materials. Using the
updated review process; following the review of the materials by the appointed reviewers for each
subject area, each textbook and any accompanying instructional materials are assigned a score. The
completion of the Analysis Worksheet for each rubric allows the reviewer to document significant
notes and findings throughout the review process.

Rubrics for Science and Health

The overall format and structure for both the science and health rubrics that were used was adopted
from the Analyzing Instructional Materials process developed by West-Ed and Biological Sciences
Curriculum Study (BSCS). The content of the health rubrics was adopted from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention’s Health Education Curriculum Analysis Tool (HECAT), and the
American Cancer Society document, National Health Education Standards: Achieving Excellence.
Reviewers for both subject areas were selected using an application process which required that
they meet the qualifications of a Highly Qualified Teacher. All of the reviewers were trained in the
use of the rubrics and other review process support documents; and were assigned grade bands for
their review process. The science materials were reviewed in grade bands of K-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7, 8,
Biology, Chemistry, Earth and Space Science, Integrated Chemistry and Physics, and Physics. The
health materials were reviewed in grade bands K-5, MS, and HS. To better assist school
corporations in their local adoption process, copies of all of the review process
documents (i.e. Rubrics , Analysis Worksheets) and the training videos used for training
reviewers, can be found here.

Reviewer Recommendations

On July 30, 2010, the appointed reviewers met to discuss their personal reviews; reach consensus
on a total score for each textbook or set of instructional materials; provide a short narrative
explanation and support of the results of their review; and report their results to the TAC. Following
the assignment of a score and stated recommendation from the appointed reviewers, the TAC's
authority and responsibility is to recommend or not recommend the material based on the score
and recommendations from the reviewers. Those decisions and recommendations can be found at
www.doe.in.gov/opd/textbook.

As a part of the effort to better inform and assist school corporations towards making purchasing
decision that best fit local needs and student success, the total score sheets and support narratives

http://www.doe.in.gov/opd/textbook/textbook review.html 9/30/2010
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for all of the materials reviewed, regardless of the recommendation status provided by the TAC, will
be made available. That information can be found at www.doe.in.gov/opd/textbook.

As a means to select the best available and most locally appropriate resources, the IDOE
encourages corporation level review committees to use the provided training materials, rubrics and
analysis worksheets, and review results.

http://www.doe.in.gov/opd/textbook/textbook review.html 9/30/2010
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